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~--------------------------------------------------Window Seat
BY LINDA M.

PAVONETTI

T

his column is a bit like a spare bedroom in our house: crowded with new books-and a few old favoritesall vying for my attention. Actually, the situation at home is much worse than that. In order to get to my
desk, I have to move about six boxes of books. That means that the door is partially blocked, not to mention the closet, heating vent, and all the bookcases in the room. I thought about taking a photo of the space
(lack of space, I should say) but no one needs to look at another person's disaster.

I have catalogued the books-some have been labeled, and many have been browsed. As I unloaded boxes, I
made a special pile of books that I wanted to review for this winter issue of the "Window Seat." That pile has
migrated to the dining room table.
Most of the time a theme will evolve from my organizing and reading new books. Not this time! I guess if there
is a theme it might be, "Everything old is new again." So I hope you will enjoy some of the old, some of the
new, and find a favorite among my pile of great reads.
As you peruse the following reviews, you will encounter familiar names, topics, but also reissued and anniversary issues of old favorites. Two of James Marshall's "George and Martha" books are perfect for newly independent readers as well as others looking for some gentle reminders of how friendship works. Marshall was
honored by the American Library Association last January as the recipient of the Laura Ingalls Wilder Award
for a substantial and lasting contribution to literature for children. He is the first person to have received this
honor posthumously-Marshall died in 1992-which is a testament to the staying power of his books.
Another reprint that many children will have missed is the book that first introduced a naughty little monkey-Curious George. The exciting feature of this edition is the "Afterward" by Louise Borden that provides
photos, sketches, and information about the birth of the Curious George books.
Two of the paper-engineered books I've reviewed are also throwbacks to an earlier time. Robert Sabuda and
Matthew Reinhart have produced two exquisite pop-ups-The Chronicles of Narnia and Star Wars: A Pop-Up
Guide to the Galaxy. Both are amazing feats of art, vision, and execution.

If it is snowing where you are, throw another log on the fire, put another marshmallow in your cocoa, and grab
one of these fantastic books. This recipe is guaranteed to banish the winter blahs. Happy reading.

Michigan Connection
Koja, Kathe. (2007). Kissing the Bee. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux. 121 pp.

ISBN: 978-0-374-39938-2 (Hardcover), 0-374-39938-7 (Hardcover). $16.00.
Detroit-area writer, Kathe Koja, now has six young adult novels under her belt, and
each is a psychologically stunning, exquisitely written, thought-provoking creation.
Kissing the Bee explores the lifetime bond between best friends whose post-high school
plans will, of necessity, violently tear their relationship apart. Why? Each is in love
with the same young man-and he is not willing to take a stand. While elements of the
plot may sound familiar, the subplots elevate Koja's latest novel beyond any hackneyed
girl-boy-girl love triangle you have encountered. This is a female coming of age story
with all the emotional torment, angst, and anxiety real-life high school seniors face.

Linda M. Pavonetti, Ed.D. is an associate professor in
the School of Education at Oakland University.
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Polacco, Patricia. (2007). The Lemonade Club. New York: Philomel Books. Unpaged.
ISBN: 978-0-399-24540-4 (Hardcover), 0-399-24540-5 (Hardcover). $16.99.
Best friends Traci and Marilyn are fifth-grade students with the best teacher everMiss Wichelman. Each day before dismissal, Miss Wichelman holds up two lemons and
exhorts the children to make lemonade when life hands them a lemon. This aphorism
is more relevant than anyone could predict as Marilyn is diagnosed with leukemia and
her teacher with breast cancer. Both survive their chemotherapy, and all members of
the class shave their heads to show their support. As Polacco notes in her afterward,
Traci is her daughter and this is the story of her best friend, Marilyn, and their
teacher, Cynthia Wichelman. Polacco lives in Union City, Michigan. Visit her Web site
at http://www.patriciapolacco.com
Stauffacher, Sue. (2007). Nothing but Trouble: The Story of Althea Gibson. (Greg
Couch, Ill.). New York: Random House/Alfred A. Knopf. Unpaged. ISBN:
978-0-375-83408-0 (Hardcover), 0-375-83408-7 (Hardcover). $16.99. Nonfiction-biography.
When Althea Gibson was born in 1927, the United States was not a land of opportunity
for Black athletes-especially if they were women. Gibson was highly competitive and
gave little consideration to her manners so consequently she often offended influential
people. Eventually, powerful white tennis players shamed the American Lawn Tennis Association into allowing Gibson to play, and from that point forward she soared,
eventually becoming the first Black player to win Wimbledon. Stauffacher is a resident
of Grand Rapids.
Weisburd, Stefi. (2008). Barefoot: Poems for Naked Feet. (Lori McElrath-Eslick, Ill.).
Honesdale, PA: Wordsong/Boyds Mills Press. 32 pp. ISBN: 978-1-59078-306-1
(Hardcover), 1-59078-306-9 (Hardcover). $16.95.
Stefi Weisburd's concise poems put readers in the shoes, so to speak, of boys and
girls and even some parents. With lyrical language she paints common and
unique barefoot incidents both comfortable and yucky, from cool waves and warm
sand to rosebush thorns and doggy poo. Illustrator Lori McElrath-Eslick lives in
North Muskegon, Michigan.
Yee, Wong Herbert. (2007). Abracadabra! Magic with Mouse and Mole. Boston:
Houghton Mifflin. 48 pp. ISBN: 978-0-618-75926-2 (Hardcover), 0-61875926-3 (Hardcover). $15.00. Appropriate for new readers.
Four short stories, suitable for new readers to tackle, create this lovely tale of
friendship and disappointment. When Mole's idol, Minkus the Magnificent is
unmasked as a fake, Mole becomes despondent. Mouse, however, leaps into action.
The magic she prepares are the miracles of nature-butterflies, tadpoles, acorns,
and fireflies. Yee's watercolor illustrations disclose just enough of the plot to
support fledgling readers. Upstairs Mouse, Downstairs Mole (Yee, 2005) was the
author's first book about Mouse and Mole.

Picture Storybooks
Fleischman, Paul. (2007). Glass Slipper, Gold Sandal: A Worldwide Cinderella. (Julie
Paschkis, Ill.). New York: Henry Holt. 32 pp. ISBN: 97-80805079531 (Hardcover), 080507953X (Hardcover). $16.95.
Everyone knows the Cinderella story-right? So why do I wax poetic over this new
issue? Fleischman has taken cultural variants and skillfully interwoven them from
start to finish so that-Cinderella, in turn, is Chinese, Japanese, Irish, Polish, Russian,
French .... She wears a ball gown, sarong, kimono and a glass, silver, gold ... sandal,
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slipper, shoe .... Julie Paschkis's artwork is extraordinary, complementing and extending Fleischman's text. Her insight into the Cinderella variants is apparent, especially
in her portrayal of the two stepsisters as they struggle to cram their feet into the tiny
slipper. This is a superb way to introduce students to the cultural variations oral tales
acquired as they migrated across national boundaries hundreds, possibly thousands, of
years ago.

Foley, Greg E. (2007). Thank You Bear. New York: PenguinNiking. Unpaged.
ISBN: 978-0-670-06165-5 (Hardcover), 0-670-06165-4 (Hardcover). $15.99.
067984421X. $16.99.
A widely acknowledged adage in publishing is that book trends mimic population
demographics. There must be a baby boom in progress because one of the current
trends in children's books is a return to simple but clever and well-designed books
for toddlers. Recent ALA award winners Not a Box (Portis, 2007 Theodor Seuss Geisel Honor Award), Kitten's First Full Moon (Henkes, 2005 Caldecott Medal), My Friend
Rabbit (Rohmann, 2003 Caldecott Medal), and Knuffle Bunny (Willems, 2005 Caldecott
Honor book) are good examples. Greg Foley's Thank You Bear is a sterling addition to
this category. Bear finds a box and decides it will be perfect for his friend Mouse. While
searching for Mouse, Bear encounters assorted animals who tell him what is wrong
with his gift. This plot is reminiscent of That's What Friends Are For (Heide & Van
Clief, 1968, 2003)-and has appeared in innumerable other books over the years-but
Foley's is a refreshingly simple remix just perfect for short attention spans. An unusual
(for the target audience) palette that coordinates the animals' colors to the hues of
the facing page-lavender squirrel to lavender paper, yellow bunny-outlined by a
thick black line- racing across a yellow page, unifies each double-page spread. Foley's
skillful figure placement guides readers' eyes purposefully from left to right and top
to bottom. Emotions that are all to familiar to young readers rapidly cross bear's face
as he wends his way through a snarl of critics until he finally finds his friend Mouse.
The ending is suitably satisfying for reading aloud at the end of a day either good or
demanding.
Morales, Yuyi. (2007). Little Night. New Milford, CT: Roaring Brook Press. Unpaged. ISBN: 9781596430884 (Hardcover),
1596430885 (Hardcover). $16.95.
There are books that thrill us with the sheer beauty of their
language. Little Night is such a book. Mama Sky and her baby,
Little Night, play a game of peek-a-boo as they prepare for deepest
nighttime. "Mother Sky fills a tub with falling stars and calls,
'Bath time for Little Night!' ... As the sun sets, so red, Mother Sky
unfolds a dress crocheted from clouds." Soft pastels illustrate a
loving mother playfully engaged with her tiny daughter during
their bedtime routine. Morales intertwines birds and fields, bats
and clouds, mother and daughter on each page as encroaching
darkness is echoed in Mama Sky's voluminous costume.
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In Brief ...
Agee, Jon. (2007). Nothing. New York: Hyperion Books for Children. Unpaged. ISBN:
078683694-6 (Hardcover), 978-078683694-9 (Hardcover). $16.99. What is the
meaning of the word "nothing"? Wordplay from the master!
Best, Cari. (2007). What's So Bad About Being an Only Child? (Sophie Blackall, Ill.).
New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux. Unpaged. ISBN: 978-0-374-39943-6
(Hardcover), 0-374-39943-3 (Hardcover). $16.00. This book will resonate with
anyone who is an only child-or would like to be one.
Bryan, Sean. (2007). A Bear and His Boy. (Tom Murphy, Ill.). New York: Arcade/
Hachette Book Group. ISBN: 978-1-55970-838-8 (Hardcover), 1-55970-838-7
(Hardcover). $14.99. Great book for new readers-lots of practice in onsets and
rymes.
McPhail, David. (2007). Sylvie & True. New York: Farrar, Straus, & Giroux. 31 pp.
ISBN: 978-0-374-37364-1 (Hardcover), 0-374-37364-7 (Hardcover). $15.00.
Appropriate for new readers.
Moser, Lisa. (2007). Squirrel's World. (Valeri Gorbachev, Ill.). Cambridge, MA:
Candlewick Press. 44 pp. ISBN: 978-0-7636-2929-8 (Hardcover), 0-7636-2929-4
(Hardcover). $14.99. Appropriate for new readers.
Thomas, Joyce Carol. (2007). Shouting. (Annie Lee, Ill.). New York: Jump at the Sun
/Hyperion Books for Children. Unpaged. ISBN: 978-0-7868-0664-5 (Hardcover),
0-7868-0664-8 (Hardcover). $16.99. Glorious observations on the Black church.

Reprints Too Good to Miss!
Lionni, Leo. (1964/2007). Tico and the Golden Wings. New York: Random House/
Alfred A. Knopf. 32 pp. ISBN: 978-0-394-81749-1 (Hardcover), 0-394-81749-4
(Hardcover). $16.99.
This parable of a wingless bird has been reissued with luminous golden feathers that
were not possible when the book was first published in 1964. The illustrations are also
quite different-not Lionni's signature collage art-and the story is a timeless allegory
on individuality.
Marshall, James. (1972/2007). George and Martha. Boston: Houghton Mifflin. 21 pp.
ISBN: 978-0-618-96331-7 (Hardcover), 0-618-96331-6 (Hardcover). $15.00.
Marshall, James. (2007). George and Martha: Two Great Friends. Boston: Houghton
Mifflin. 29 pp. ISBN: 978-0-618-96178-8 (Hardcover), 0-618-96178-X (Hardcover). $15.00.
"Two [and three] stories about two great friends" is the way these books begin. These
quirky tales of friendship between enormous hippos, George and Martha, are suitable
as quick read-alouds or for new readers.
Rey, H. A. (1942/2007). Curious George: Cecily G. and the 9 Monkeys. Boston: Houghton Mifflin. Unpaged. ISBN: 978-0-618-80066-7 (Hardcover), 0-618-80066-2
(Hardcover). $16.00.
This is the first appearance of H.A. Rey's most famous character-Curious George.
Louise Borden, author of The Journey that Saved Curious George (2005), shares photos,
illustrations, and into insights the genesis of one of literature's most famous series.
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Nonfiction
Brown, Don. (2007). Dolley Madison saves George Washington. Boston: Houghton
Mifflin. Unpaged. ISBN: 978-0-618-41199-3 (Hardcover), 0-618-41199-2 (Hardcover). $16.00.
With more than 15 picture storybook biographies in his oeuvre-introducing personalities as dissimilar as Jim Thorpe (Brown, 2006) and Mary Anning (Brown, 1999)-Don
Brown certainly knows how to hold his audience's attention. Dolley Madison's rescue
of America's most famous portrait-Gilbert Stuart's vision of George Washington as
a private citizen-from a besieged White House during the War of 1812, provides an
exciting and human glimpse into the personality of America's most renowned first lady.
Brown's watercolor illustrations are quirky, adding just the right touch of humor.
Jenkins, Steve. (2007). Dogs and Cats. Boston: Houghton Mifflin. Unpaged. ISBN:
978-0-618-50767-2 (Hardcover), 0-618-50767-1 (Hardcover). $16.00.
Steve Jenkins could not have picked a better way of engaging children than by posing
the age-old question, are cats or dogs more intelligent? Much of the text in Dogs and
Cats traces the behaviors of tamed dogs and cats from the survival skills of their undomesticated ancestors. Jenkins includes multiple levels of information in this flip-book
along with frequent comparisons of the two species. For young (and old!) readers who
enjoyed Steve Jenkins' 2004 Caldecott Honor book, What Do You Do With a Tail Like
This? (Jenkins & Page, 2003), Dogs and Cats is a must read. The torn paper collage is
his best yet, with subtle shading that signifies both expression and emotion.
Murphy, Jim. (2007). The Real Benedict Arnold. New York: Clarion Books. 264
pp. ISBN: 978-0-395-77609-4 (Hardcover), 0-395-77609-0 (Hardcover). $20.00.
Benedict Arnold is an infamous name in the annals of American history,
synonymous with traitor. Award-winning author Jim Murphy never denies
that Arnold betrayed the American cause, but he presents a multifaceted,
brilliant military strategist and strips away the rumors and innuendo that
have surrounded Arnold since the Revolutionary War. Although this book
ostensibly is a biography of Arnold, the scope is much broader. In order to
understand Arnold's motivation as a traitor, readers are presented with
insights into the behavior of notable historical figures and the Continental
Congress during the late 18th century. The Real Benedict Arnold is wellwritten and supported by 22 pages of detailed notes, references, and sources
that follow the text to avoid interfering with the narrative flow. A table of
contents and index complete this complex account of one of our nations most
familiar anti-heroes.

Seeger, Laura Vaccaro. (2007). First the Egg. New Milford, CT: Roaring
Brook Press/Neal Porter Books. Unpaged. ISBN: 978-1-59643-272-7 (Hardcover), 1-59643-272-1 (Hardcover). $16.95.
When the 20th century merged into the 21st, there was another movement under way,
not as momentous for most of the world, but certainly significant to early-childhood and
science educators. Less than 5 years previously, I had tried to compile a bibliography
of up-to-date science nonfiction for preschool and early primary students. My list was
brief by any standards. However, thanks to inventive author-illustrators like Laura
Vaccaro Seeger, factual science texts are proliferating. The beauty of First the Egg,
other than its undeniably striking art, is its appeal to a range of age groups. Tiny tots
will be entranced by the die-cut figures that transform with each page turn. Older
children will understand Seeger's analogies between egg:: chicken that eventually
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leads to word:: story and paint:: picture. Pair this with Wong Herbert Yee's Abracadabra! Magic with Mouse and Mole (reviewed in "The Michigan Connection," this issue)
to transform metamorphosis from magical to factual.

Sis, Peter. (2007). The Wall: Growing Up Behind the Iron Curtain.
New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux. Unpaged. ISBN: 978-0374-34701-7 (Hardcover), 0-374-34701-8 (Hardcover). $18.00.
Peter Sis, a self-proclaimed artist since birth, may turn your conception
of autobiography on its ear. However, your students who are reluctant to
write their life story may be convinced they can create it after spending
several hours with The Wall. And it will take hours to read this oversized
picture storybook. Sis has blended diary entries, minuscule drawings,
photographs, and symbolism to explain the complexities of Czechoslovakia during his youth. As with any of Sis's books, the illustrations are
the focus. Most are done in gray scale with red, so the exceptions-such
as his homage to rock and roll and other Western arts-are even more
striking. Sis is renowned as the 1999 Caldecott Honor award recipient
for Tibet Through the Red Box (1998), and 4 years later as a 2003 MacArthur "Genius" Award honoree for his art. This may be his best work to
date. It is certainly his most heartfelt.
Stauffacher, Sue. (2007). Nothing but Trouble: The Story of Althea
Gibson.
For a full review of this biography, see "The Michigan Connection,"
this issue.

Pop-Up Books
Jenkins, Martin & Hawcock, David. (2007). Titanic. (Brian Sanders & David Hawcock, paper engineering). Cambridge, MA: Candlewick Press. Unpaged. ISBN:
978-0-7636-3468-1 (Hardcover pop-up), 0-7636-3468-9 (Hardcover pop-up). $29.99.
This is a perfect choice for readers interested in "getting inside" the most exiting luxury
ship of the 20th century. The book expands to provide a replica of the Titanic that
is nearly two-and-a-half-feet long. There is also a 32-page book, menu card, pop-up
scenes, newspaper, deck plan, personal histories, and a replica of the only known
surviving first-class ticket.
Reinhart, Matthew. (2007). Star Wars: A Pop-Up Guide to the Galaxy. New York:
Scholastic/Orchard Books. Unpaged. ISBN: 978-0-439-88282-8 (Hardcover
pop-up), 0-439-88282-6 (Hardcover pop-up). $32.99.
Number one on the New York Times children's books bestseller list for 10-plus weeks
(at the time of this writing), this is a book for all the adult Star Wars junkies-and
incidentally, their kids. With battery-powered light sabers that slash out in red (Darth
Vader) and green (Luke Skywalker) and some of the most complex paper engineering
ever imagined, this is a book that deserves all the attention it has been given. It may
not be the best choice for libraries and classrooms, but it merits a large space on your
personal bookshelf.
Riley, Peter. (2007). The Pompeii Pop-Up. (David Hawcock, paper engineering). New
York: Universe Publishing. Unpaged. ISBN: 978-0-7893-1569-4 (Hardcover
pop-up), 0-7893-1569-6 (Hardcover pop-up). $29.95.
The Pompeii Pop-Up js slightly different from other paper-engineered books in that
there is a drawer that contains a wearable gladiator helmet, a short booklet about Her-
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culaneum, and a Roman theater. The information about the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius
and the destruction of Pompeii is quite detailed. This would be a good book to pair with
Bodies from the Ash: Life and Death in Ancient Pompeii (Deem, 2005), a 2006 Orbis
Pictus recommended book.

Sabuda, Robert & Lewis, C. S. (2007). The Chronicles of Narnia: Pop-Ups by Robert
Sabuda. (Matthew S. Armstrong, Ill.). New York: HarperCollins. Unpaged.
ISBN: 978-0-06-117612-8 (Hardcover pop-up), 0-06-117612-5 (Hardcover
pop-up). $29.99.
Robert Sabuda, the internationally acknowledged master of paper engineering, brings
the seven books in C.S. Lewis' Chronicles of Narnia to life in a marvelous new pop-up
volume. Each of Lewis's books is represented in separate double-page spreads that
include a large central pop-up, a brief paragraph about the plot, and smaller, secondary
pop-up wings. The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe page features a door from the
wardrobe that swings wide when the auxiliary wing flap is opened and the White Witch
appears in her sled. Another amazing production from the Sabuda-Reinhart workshop.
Van der Meer, Ron. (2007). How Many? Spectacular Paper Sculptures: A Pop-Up.
New York: Random House/Robin Corey Books. Unpaged. ISBN: 978-0-37584226-9 (Hardcover pop-up), 0-375-84226-8 (Hardcover pop-up). $24.99.
Teachers with whom I've shared this book have been wowed. There is no narrative, but
instead brightly colored paper strips that form intricate geometric shapes that work in
unison to form larger geometrical shapes. The text is a series of questions: "How many
triangles are hollow? How many solid triangles?" This book can be appreciated by high
school geometry students and teachers, all the way down through preschoolers.

Poetry
Carroll, Lewis. (2007). Jabberwocky: The Classic Poem from Lewis Carroll's Through
the Looking Glass, and What Alice Found There. (Christopher Myers, Ill.).
New York: Jump at the Sun/Hyperion Books for Children. Unpaged. ISBN:
9781423103721 (Hardcover), 1423103726 (Hardcover). $15.99.
Amazing illustrations by Christopher Myers, award-winning illustrator of Harlem,
reach a new level of surrealistic interpretation in Jabberwocky. The Jabberwock is
an immense basketball-slamming monster who is slain by a normal boy. The cover
announces that the Lewis Carroll poem has been "reimagined and illustrated" by
Myers. That's a great description!
Hughes, Langston. (2007). The Dream Keeper and Other Poems (75 th Anniversary ed.).
(J. Brian Pinkney, Ill.). New York: Random House/Alfred A. Knopf. 83 pp.
ISBN: 978-0-679-84421-1 (Hardcover), 0-679-84421-X (Hardcover). $16.99.
This is an anniversary reissue that includes seven additional poems as well
as Brian Pinkney's lovely scratchboard illustrations.
Park, Linda Sue. (2007). Tap Dancing on the Roof' Sijo (Poems). (Istvan
Banyai, Ill.). New York: Clarion Books. Unpaged. ISBN: 978-0-618-23483-7
(Hardcover), 0-618-23483-7 (Hardcover). $16.00.
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Sijo is a genre of traditional Korean poetry that originated in sixth century
BC. Similar to haiku, sijo is syllabic but can take several forms in Englishthree lines, six lines, or even five. Each line consists of 14-16 syllables. There
are also rules that dictate the content of each line: the first introduces the
topic, the second develops it, and the third usually contains a humorous or
ironic twist, among other possibilities. Linda Sue Park provides historical
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background as well as suggestion about creating sijo and information for further reading.
Istvan Banyai's digitally produced illustrations resemble pen and ink cartoons with pixyish boys, girls, and a few fairies creating their own forms of havoc across the page. This is
a great way to challenge your students' poetry-writing skills and add a great new volume
of poetry to your collection.

Chapter Books
Curtis, Christopher Paul. (2007). Elijah of Buxton. New York: Scholastic Press. 341
pp. ISBN: 0-439-02344-0 (Hardcover), 978-0-439-02344-3 (Hardcover). $16.99.
In telling Elijah's story, Christopher Paul Curtis introduces readers to a little-known
and rarely-taught facet of slavery's history. Just across the Canadian border from
Detroit, freed and escaped slaves established a community they called Buxton. Elijah
was the first baby born free in their community. Although his mother accuses him
of being "fragile"-he faints, his knees buckle, and he cries, screams, and slobbers
whenever confronted by exaggerated (possibly frightening?) situations created by his
overactive imagination-Elijah redeems himself in the end. Curtis's characters are
well drawn and believable. He manages to balance humor and tragedy with suspense
to create an Elijah who grows and changes so that the tale's ending rises above predictable to an inevitable denouement. Even though we have laughed and cried with Budnot Buddy (Curtis, 1999) and the Watsons-Kenny, Joetta and, Byron (Curtis, 1995),
Christopher Paul Curtis has written his best book yet about Elijah of Buxton.
Alexie, Sherman. (2007). The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian. (Ellen
Forney, Ill.). New York: Little, Brown. 229 pp. ISBN: 0-316-01368-4 (Hardcover), 978-0-316-01368-0 (Hardcover). $16.99. 2007 National Book Award
winner; Young Adult.
Funny and sad, Alexie's fictionalized autobiography drops readers into the heart
of the "Rez" and lets them formulate their own opinions about separate but equal
education for White kids and Native Americans. The humor cannot touch the
deep core of hurt and humiliation that is the heart of this book.
Jacques, Brian. (2007). Redwall: The Graphic Novel. (Bret Blevins, Ill.). New
York: Philomel Books. 143 pp. ISBN: 978-0-399-24481-0 (paperback),
0-399-24481-6 (paperback). $12.99.
A condensed version of Brian Jacques' Redwall series has been converted into a
graphic novel for intermediate readers. However, this is not a book for avid fans
already immersed in the Redwall's fantasy world. Instead, it is meant to entice
new readers who have never evaded the enemy in Redwall Forest or crossed the
moat into the Redwall castle.
Levine, Gail Carson. (2007). Fairy Haven and the Quest for the Wand.
(David Christiana, Ill.). New York: Disney Press. 191 pp. ISBN: 978142310100-0 (Hardcover), 1-42310100-6 (Hardcover). $17.99.
Levine has penned a sequel to Fairy Dust and the Quest for the Egg, again set
in Fairy Haven and peopled by the Never Fairies-Tink (better known as Tinker Bell),
Rani, and Ree, all watched over by Mother Dove. The adventures are imaginative and
dangerous, with numerous cliffhangers that are perfect for a classroom or bedtime
read-aloud. The lesson the fairies-and reader-take away is important, "Use caution
with your wishes."
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Ryan, Pam Munoz. (2007). Paint the Wind. New York: Scholastic Press. 327 pp.
ISBN: 0-439-87362-2 (Hardcover), 978-0-439-87362-8 (Hardcover). $16.99.
Pam Munoz Ryan combines several time-honored themes to create a unique plot with
built-in girl appeal. Reminiscent of The Secret Garden (Burnett, 1911), Maya lives with
her rich and over-protective paternal grandmother after her parents die. Everything
that might remain of her mother is banished until Gram passes away quite suddenly.
Maya mistakenly believes that the grandfather and other relatives who take her in are
doing so reluctantly Even the horses she's always dreamed of riding cannot ease the
stark adjustment from privileged lifestyle to primitive prairie camping and a wildhorse roundup.
Wiles, Deborah. (2007). The Aurora County All-Stars. Orlando: Harcourt. 242 pp.
ISBN: 0-15-206068-5 (Hardcover), 978-0-15-206068-8 (Hardcover). $16.00.
This is the final installment in Deborah Wiles's Aurora County trilogy that began with
Love, Ruby Lavender (2001), followed by Each Little Bird That Sings (Wiles, 2005).
Wiles's distinctive southern voice reaches out to boy as well as girl readers this time
with baseball at the heart of this tale. House Jackson has a secret that he doesn't
want to share with his best buddies, the sheriff, or even his father. Only a sad old dog
knows the truth. The secret involves a broken elbow, a dead man, some books, the
county baseball team, the annual Fourth of July pageant and a persnickety girl named
Frances who is good for nothing but trouble. This makes a great read-aloud.
Woodson, Jacqueline. (2007). Feathers. New York: G.P. Putnam's Sons. 118 pp.
ISBN: 978-0-399-23989-2 (Hardcover), 0-399-23989-8 (Hardcover). $15.99.
Young Adult.
Woodson moves, seemingly effortlessly, among genre and always surprises readers
with the diversity of her plots. Feathers is a coming-of-age tale-among girls with
different belief systems and among boys with ostensibly conflicting racial biases. A
new boy-apparently White-registers in an all-Black sixth grade and threatens the
students' stereotyped beliefs. His calm demeanor and refusal to buy into the hostilities
that surround him, earn him the name "the Jesus boy." Feathers opens with an Emily
Dickinson's poem (from which the title derives), and as gently as those feathers and as
determined as that hope, Woodson guides her characters and her readers on a journey
toward an awakening and acceptance of others, even others who are unimaginably
different. Although the book is slim, the topics-religion, race, deafness, family-are
heavy and the writing is exquisite.

In Brief ...
Avi. (2007). Iron Thunder: The Battle Between the Monitor and the Merrimac, a
Civil War Novel. New York: Hyperion Books for Children. 205 pp. ISBN: 978142310446-9 (Hardcover), 142310446-3 (Hardcover). $15.99.
Lots of suspense and adventure, especially for boy interested in the Civil War.
Farmer, Nancy. (2007). The Land of the Silver Apples. New York: Simon & Schuster/
Atheneum. 496 pp. ISBN: 1-4169-0735-1 (Hardcover), 978-1-4169-0735-0
(Hardcover). $18.99.

In this sequel to The Sea of Trolls (Farmer, 2004), Jack and Thorgil are reunited as
they search for Lucy who they have discovered is a changeling.
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